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The globe is growing smaller. It does not take much searching to see how we are connected and how we become more intertwined with the rest of the world day by day. It only takes watching the news or flipping through a newspaper to see the connections between our country and the rest of the world. 
Companies of all kinds, sizes and shapes are expanding their markets to the international scene. It is now not only possible, but relatively easy, to travel from one corner of the globe to another. Immigration has become a major political platform. The ability to speak multiple languages is a prized one in nearly every field and career. 

As the world shrinks and globalization becomes emphasized, education reflects the trend. Over the past few years, Delta State University has made great strides in equipping and preparing its students for this global world—from seminars concerning international relations, to classes that take students overseas and from many majors requiring a foreign language, to a healthy international student and faculty basis.
The International Business Symposium


Sponsored by Delta State alumnus David Abney and Sherry Abney, his wife, and presented by the College of Business, the International Business Symposium offers Delta State a unique look at trends in the business world, particularly and the move towards international companies and markets.

The Symposium, first held in 2006, focuses on lectures given by senior officials from many of the country’s companies who are at the forefront of the international market. 


This past spring, David Abney, the Chief Operating Officer of UPS and President of UPS Airlines, along with Dianne Stokely, President and Chief Operating Officer
FedEx Customer Information Systems, Inc., and Diana Leonard Senior Vice President of the America's with Orange Business Services France Telecom Group, spoke at the symposium.


The focus of this year’s symposium was opportunities in Europe and Latin America.

“This was our second year. [The international business symposium] provides exposure to international activities and opportunities for students to broaden their horizons,” said Dr. Cooper Johnson, Chair of the Marketing, Management and Business department
International Classes


In the College of Arts and Sciences, many of the departments have begun offering international classes—from Italy to England and even Turkey.


Trips to Italy and England, sponsored by the art, history and English departments have been staples of the University’s drive towards overseas opportunities.


Since 1999, Collier Parker, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, has taken students to Italy every other year to spend the summer—for a total of five summer strips so far. Students spend five weeks in Florence, Italy, taking classes taught by Delta State faculty members. 
“Students stay for five weeks, housed in apartments in the center of Florence,” said Parker. “It gives them the opportunity to meet native people and get a feel for the ebb and flow of the city.” 
Art and history courses taught during this summer session reflect the Italian Renaissance, providing students the unique opportunity to learn concepts where they were established.

“They can take virtually any course in their major--say painting or drawing--we offer a renaissance art history course,” Parker explained. “Last summer, we partnered with history department and offered a renaissance and reformation class, as well.” 

Although class is the primary focus of the Italy trips, students are also given three day weekends that enable them to travel throughout Europe.
“Some have gone as far away as Paris or up to Germany, but most of them travel in Italy,” Parker said.

In order to help students prepare for weekend trips, a counselor from Germany visits them at the beginning of their time in Italy, giving them advice on how to get where they want to go and where to stay.

Dr. Bill Hays, Chair of the Division of Languages and Literature, has also provided a staple overseas trip for English majors—a trip to England. The class, entitled A Theater Tour of London, gives its participants the opportunity to visit the historical literary sites of England—including Shakespeare’s Globe Theater.


This summer, Robyn Moore, assistant professor of art, and Duncan Baird, also of the art department, took art students to Istanbul, Turkey. 


A wide variety of classes were offered to art students—from an introduction to art to many drawing classes, from documentary photography and digital video to painting and even an art history class with an emphasis in the architecture of Turkey.


In December and January, Dr. Garry Jennings, professor of political science, took political science students to Italy to study. 

The Magellan Exchange


Delta State University is a member of the Magellan Exchange Program, an exchange program that focuses on offering students an affordable cultural and educational experience.


Comprising of universities in the United States, Belgium, Austria, Finland, France, Germany, Mexico, the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom, the Magellan Exchange provides programs for both academic and internship opportunities overseas for either a semester or for a full year. 

Carla Johnson, of the Continuing Studies office is the Delta State coordinator for this program.

“We've only had one person to go since I've been in the position,” Johnson said. “We’re working with Jamye Long to get more students interested, since we now have an international business major.”


Recruiting Delta State students to participate in the Magellan Exchange is currently the principal focus for the coordinator. Through recruiting efforts, several students have expressed interest in the program and one has signed up for a semester abroad in the spring of 2008.
Other International Focuses


In addition to programs established specifically to enable Delta State’s students to get a feel for the international community, the university has made itself home for international faculty and students, as well as having educated alumni who have gone on to work in the international market.

Abney went on from Delta State to work for UPS, eventually becoming COO of the company and president of the company’s airlines—a job that requires international work.


In addition to Abney are alums like Randy Smith. Smith left Delta State for Aberdeen, Scotland, to be trained to drill oil in Iran. Eventually, he went on to found his own business, Randy Smith Training Services (RSTS).


RSTS focuses on training for the petroleum sector, and has locations across the United States, as well as in Cairo, Egypt; Aberdeen, Scotland; and Bogota, Columbia.

In many different aspects of the university, Delta State is working towards becoming a more internationally friendly campus. As globalization continues, and as more and more careers become thrust into the international market, Delta State will continue to grow in this regard, helping its students and faculty to emerge successful.
